Hormonal imprinting: neonatal treatment of rats with the peroxysome proliferator clofibrate irreversibly affects sexual behaviour.
In the rat, the peroxysome proliferator activated receptor (PPAR) inducer clofibrate can moderately influence the hormone (testosterone) level and, after single perinatal treatment, irreversibly affects sexual behavior through the mechanism of hormonal imprinting. The thymic glucocorticoid and estrogen receptors weren't significantly influenced. The experiments call the attention to the universality of false imprinting by molecules able to bind to the steroid/thyroid receptor superfamily, and point to the different sensitivity to different ligands.